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TOUR THE BIGGEST CENTRAL KITCHEN IN THE
CZECH REPUBLIC

When Aramark Czech Republic took over the account at automaker ŠKODA AUTO in 2017, we
inherited a kitchen that was big, but also far too small. The facility was designed to produce 10,000
meals per day for 16 restaurants at the plant in Mladá Boleslav and two in Kvasiny, 75 miles away,
but had to produce more than double that capacity to meet demand. All effort had to go toward
efficiency, with almost nothing left over for innovation.

After taking over from Compass, we saw a further 20 percent increase in meals served. We started
planning a new, more modern kitchen with ŠKODA. They would finance the build, and we would
provide support and expertise with our construction team, our architect, and our executive group, all
the way up to Aramark Czech Republic managing director Vladimír Staněk.

The design was approved in fall 2019, and in April 2021, the largest central kitchen in the Czech
Republic opened. Take a tour! 

It has an astounding capacity of 35,000 meals a day. Modern machinery, ergonomically advanced
layout, and space, lots of space, can produce some dizzying numbers. In a single shift, the new
kitchen can cook 50,000 stuffed potato dumplings, or 8,000 meat patties, or 12,000 schnitzels. In a
year, the kitchen will process 1.8 million eggs and serve 800,000 pizzas.
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“This kitchen has no rival in the country,” said managing director Vladimír Staněk. “With this facility,
we can adapt to prepare special menus for holidays and events and source local ingredients.
There’s room for innovation and space for hosting first-class guest chefs alongside our own people.”

Right now, due to COVID restrictions, we’re serving around 16,000 meals a day in 20 restaurants,
but the future looks bright, and we’re ready for it.

HELPING UPS DELIVER ON A DREAM 

Six-year-old Mateo has been battling cancer since before he turned three, but he remains a
cheerful and kind little guy. He loves when the delivery truck stops by his house. So when the
Make-A-Wish Foundation asked him what he wanted, he said he wanted to deliver some packages.
On May 6, Mateo got his wish. It was a team effort, between UPS, Macy’s, and Aramark.

There he was, picking out gifts for his family at the Macy’s in Stockton, California, when a UPS
truck pulled up. The driver delivered Mateo his very own toy UPS truck, and a complete UPS
uniform that included a custom shirt and hat made by Aramark. And thanks to the work of Aramark
Uniform Services, the littlest delivery driver looked great.

Since January 2020, AUS has been the worldwide uniform provider for UPS. If you see a driver
wearing brown, whether that’s in Northern California, Southern France, or Singapore, we provided
it. And when it came to Mateo, we went the extra mile.

“UPS asked us for a same-day rush in the smallest size shirt we had, which would have been a
women’s extra small,” said AUS national accounts manager Pat Andersen. “But I knew Zarah
Valenzuela [senior manager in Sourcing and Product Development] and our Aramark Global
Sourcing (AGS) team could do better.” With Mateo’s height and weight information, AGS hand-
made a child’s pattern from scratch, made a custom shirt, threw in a little hat that fit, and shipped it
the same day. “I’ve cried so many times telling this story,” Pat said.

Everything fit perfectly, as you’ll see if you have two-and-a-half minutes to spare, and some
heartstrings that could use a massage. You can hear from Mateo about what he got his mom and
grandmother, from Macy’s representatives, and from the president of UPS Northern California,
talking about the event and the essential work that their drivers do.
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CELEBRATING YOUNG ARAMARK LEADERS 

In acknowledgment of the commitment and contributions of our young professionals, Aramark has
recognized 40 young leaders at the inaugural Aramark 40 Under 40 Awards.

Exemplary individuals were nominated across the enterprise and internationally by their leadership teams,
and were honored at the “Aramark Young Professionals 40 Under 40” virtual symposium, hosted by the
Aramark Young Professionals (AYP) employee resource group.

“Congratulations to all of the 40 Under 40 Awards recipients. Your commitment and contribution to our
organization is commendable,” said CEO John Zillmer. “Because they are rooted in service, these 40 young
leaders do great things for their colleagues, our partners, and our communities every day, and I look
forward to watching them continue to thrive in our company.”

Read the press release for the full list of award recipients and visit our 40 Under 40 page to get to know
them better.

A WEEK AGO, IN A GALAXY NOT FAR AWAY...

On May 4 we gathered together, wherever to celebrate Employee Appreciation Day (EAD), and
your dedication to the spirit of recognition and gratitude was out of this world! The leadership team’s
video message racked up thousands of views and downloads in multiple languages, and the
occasion was marked by an astounding 120,000 Encore! Encore! recognitions. Teams around the
globe connected virtually or in person (at a social distance) to celebrate each other’s contributions
and resilience over the past year. 
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The Force is strong with the Shared Services team in Lexington, Kentucky. 

For the nerds in the Mark Online writers' room, it was particularly gratifying to see how many people
combined their EAD messages with “May the Fourth Be With You” Star Wars themes. We’re excited
to share many of our favorite submissions from the photo/video contest with our readers in the
weeks and months ahead. And if you haven’t submitted your contest entry yet, there’s still time to
win a virtual lunch with a leader in your region! Click here to send in your submission before the
May 14 deadline.

YOUR ESSENTIAL HR NEWS IN ONE PLACE

If you need an easier way to keep track of developments in Human Resources, to stay up to date
with the latest HR stories and events, then check out the latest edition of the PeopleFirst
newsletter! In addition to more Employee Appreciation Day coverage, the current issue also
includes:

myShare
National Military Appreciation Month
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
National Volunteer Week
Recap of Virtual Volunteer Events
And more!

Click here to read the latest PeopleFirst.

Subscribe to our email list.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG_Aux1sIP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG_Aux1sIP4
https://airtable.com/shrCu0nJKVIEKzpm5
https://bit.ly/33zSrqT
https://bit.ly/33zSrqT
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1822505/1778606/?v=a


CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES 
Continue to check this page on aramark.net for ongoing updates. If you need help or guidance,
please submit this form. 

This newsletter is for internal purposes only.
Print and share with your team.

Read past issues on aramark.net.
Send us your feedback.

View this mailing online

This email was sent to .  
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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